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Garvey’s Choice 
Nikki Grimes 

1. In “Too Soon to Say Good-bye”, why did Luther die? 
His heart failed due to the constant up and down of his weight. 

2. In “Joe”, what happened when Joe caught Garvey dancing? 
He joined Garvey in dancing. 

3. In “Shift”, what happened after Joe switched math class? 
His lunchtime was switched. 

4. In “Angie”, Garvey’s father wanted Garvey to be more like Angie. Why? 
Garvey’s father wanted him to be more like Angie because she was an athlete. 

5. In “It Figures”, where was the lunchbox that Garvey’s father gave to Garvey? 
It ended up in the back of Garvey’s closet.  Garvey did not like it because it had the logo of a football 
team.   

6. In “Day One”, why was Garvey feeling nervous on the first day of school? 
He found out he couldn’t wear headphones. 

7. In “Morning Classes”, Joe told Garvey he should join chorus.  Why? 
He was always singing. 

8. In “In the Next Room”, what did Garvey’s mother teacher him? 
How to play chess. 

9. In “Stealthy Dresser”, why did Garvey go to the locker room early? 
He didn’t want anyone to see him naked. 

10. In “Rhymes with Harvey”, why did Garvey’s father name him Garvey? 
It was one of a kind. 

11. In “The Talk”, what did Garvey learn about his father? 
He learned that his father had once been in a band.   

12. In “No Words Needed”, what didn’t Manny’s father understand about Manny? 
He did not understand why Manny liked to cook. 

13. In “First Contact”, what did Garvey’s father buy for Garvey? 
He bought a CD for Garvey to listen to. Dance with My Father by Luther Vandross.  

14. In “Advice”, what was Manny’s advice when Garvey asked him about being teased? 
Manny said to “Choose the name you answer to.  No one can do that but you.” 

15. In “Late Night Snack”, what was dad doing when Garvey was on his way to the kitchen? 
Dad was humming.   

16. In “Sunday Dinner”, what did Dad say about Garvey stuffing himself? 
Dad said Garvey stuffed himself because it would make him too slow to run passes. 

17. In “Saturday Play”, what does Angela offer for Distraction? 
She offered to run passes. 

18. In “Less Than Perfect”, what does Garvey notice about “Too-skinny-for words? 
Garvey had never noticed that Too-skinny-for-words was unhappy. 

19. In “On the Move”, what do Joe and Garvey do in the mornings? 
They spent their mornings jogging around the block. 

20. In “High School Half Day”, what happened after Angela heard Garvey in the chorus? 
She told him that their father needed to hear him.   

21. How does Garvey deal with his father’s disappointment? 
He binge eats and escapes into science fiction.   
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22. What form of poetry does the book use? 
It uses Tanka.  (five lines – the first and third line have 5 syllables and the other lines have seven 
syllables) It gives a complete picture of an event or mood) 

23. What does Dad want Garvey to be? 
A football player 

24. What did Garvey’s dad use to do? 
He used to sing in a band. 

25. What kind of lunch box did Garvey want? 
Star Trek 

26. Who is Angie? 
Angie is Garvey’s sister.   

27. What happens after Garvey’s solo? 
His dad wipes his eyes and he gets a compliment from him.   

28. What is the perfect size? 
Happy 

29. What position does Garvey get in the chorus? 
Tenor 

30. Why is Garvey picked on at school? 
He is overweight. 

31. What do Garvey and Manny have in common? 
Their fathers don’t understand them.   

32. What does Garvey think Manny should do? 
Audition for MasterChef Junior. 

33. What talent does his mother have? 
Origami – the art of paperfolding. 

34. What does Garvey think stories are like? 
Breadcrumbs. 

35. What condition does Manny have? 
Albinism – he has pink eyes.  He also has white hair.   

36. What does Garvey’s father buy him before the recital? 
A suit. 


